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Appendix B 

Dartford CIL Infrastructure Project Assessment Criteria

Infrastructure Projects being considered for CIL funding will be required to meet 
government guidance and regulations on CIL.  Infrastructure projects may include;

 Roads and other transport facilities
 Flood defences
 Schools and other educational facilities
 Medical facilities
 Sporting and recreational facilities
 Open space

Infrastructure projects must address the demands arising from new development, address 
existing deficiencies which are made more severe by new development or where 
appropriate, will support delivery of planned development.  This will be the first stage for 
sifting projects.

At the second stage, projects will be assessed for the benefits they can deliver for new 
communities as well as existing communities that are impacted by the development.  
Outcomes will be sought that address the Council’s wider objectives of promoting strong, 
safe and healthy communities, with sustainable travel patterns.  

The project will need to be realistic and deliverable.  CIL funding will be conditional on 
demonstrating this, usually through a Project Plan that addresses the key actions and 
milestones in delivering the project.

Additional benefits of a scheme through innovative practices or new forms of service 
delivery that can demonstrate positive outcomes will be considered favourably in assessing 
a scheme.

STAGE 1
Is there a strong need for the infrastructure project to address demand from new 
development or to enable delivery of planned development? 
Do forecasts demonstrate a need for the project to meet demand from new development?
If the project is not solely meeting demand from new development, can it be demonstrated 
that the new capacity significantly addresses demand from new development?
Will the infrastructure project enable delivery of planned development, and cannot be 
provided by other means?

A ‘Yes’ response to at least one of these questions is required for the project to be 
considered for CIL funding.  
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STAGE 2
Will the project support Dartford Council’s strategic objectives and achieve positive 
outcomes for the area and its people?
Is the scheme located in the right place to meet the demand from the new development it is 
designed to address?
Will the scheme enable new and existing communities to benefit from improved facilities?
Will it help ensure that residents have access to basic facilities, such as health care, a school 
place and a choice of means of transport, so as provide for a decent quality of life?
Is the scheme well-connected / close to where people live or work, or able to be combined 
with other trips, so that car use can be reduced?

Stronger weighting will be given to those projects that bring multiple benefits.

Can the project be delivered within the next five years and are there any risks to delivery? 
Have the project milestones for delivery and funding requirements been identified, 
preferably through a Project Plan? 
Is the project being progressed through early stages of feasibility, design etc? 
Has match funding been identified and /or secured? 
Has a site/land for the project been identified? Secured?
What are the risks/blockages to delivery? What is the likelihood of these occurring? Can 
they be overcome?
Is the project included in the delivery /commissioning bodies own priorities and forward 
plan?

Projects will need to demonstrate a high likelihood of delivery.  Stronger weighting will be 
given to those projects that have a clear project delivery plan, are progressing early stage 
feasibility, design and/or identification of land and have demonstrated that all alternative 
sources of funding have been explored and sought.  

STAGE 3
Innovation and new patterns of service delivery
Is there potential for co-location with other community services?
Are there any elements of innovation and/or beneficial new patterns of service delivery that 
will be achieved through the project? 
Are new solutions proposed which can demonstrate efficient and effective outcomes to 
delivery issues?

Projects which can demonstrate advantages will be favourably considered.


